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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This non-final office action is in response to the Appeal Brief filed 30 May 2006. 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending. Claims 1, 9, and 20 are independent claims. 

As an initial matter, the Examiner apologizes for the incorrect listing of references used 
in each rejection under 35 USC 103. However, these rejections have been withdrawn as detailed 
below. 

The rejection of claims 1-7 under 35 USC 103 under Tkacs et al. (US 5526268, filed 1 1 
May 1994) in view of Bapat (US 4916610, filed 5 October 1988) and further in view of Swales 
et al. (US 6151625, filed 30 April 1999) has been withdrawn in view of the applicants remarks 
found in the Appeal Brief 

The rejection of claims 8 and 21 under 35 USC 103 under Tkacs, Swales, Bapat, and 
further in view of Bargh et al. (US 6212491, filed 9 November 1998) has been withdrawn in 
view of the applicant's remarks found in the Appeal Brief. 

The rejection of claims 9-20 and 22-28 under 35 USC 103 over Tkacs in view of Swales 
has been withdrawn in view of the applicant's remarks found in the Appeal Brief 

Claim Objections 

3 . Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The applicant claims, "wherein the component data in the database includes historical 
event data the each component (lines 1-2)." It is unclear how the historical event data is related 
to each component. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tkacs et al 
(US 5526268, filed 1 1 May 1994, hereafter Tkacs) and further in view of Bapat (US 4916610, 
filed 5 October 1988), and further in view of the applicant's admitted prior art (Specification, 
pages 1-2, hereafter Specification). 

As per independent claim 1, Tkacs discloses: 

a database including component data descriptive of the components and a plurality of 
language fields including textual labels for component data presentations and a plurality of 
language fields including textual labels for component data presentations translated into a 
plurality of languages (column 4, lines 10- column 5, line 19; column 6, lines 12-17 and 34-39) 

a plurality of monitoring screens viewable on the monitoring station and including 
representations of component designations and component status parameters based upon 
monitored data collected via the data network from the components in which identifying 
component data is stored by the monitoring system (column 7, lines 17-38; column 11, lines 45- 
49) 

wherein the monitoring station is configured to access textual labels in a desired language 
from the database for displaying the monitoring screens (column 6, lines 34-39; column 7, lines 
28-38; column 11, lines 5-7; column 14, lines 25-27) 
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Tkacs further discloses a real-time monitoring and display system (column 6, lines 14- 

29). 

Tkacs fails to specifically disclose use of language fields. However, Bapat discloses 
fields containing allocated storage (column 6, line 32). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to have combined Bapat with 
Tkacs, since it would have allowed a user to allocate fields for storing data. 

Tkacs fails to specifically disclose collecting data from the components in which the data 
is stored. However, Specification discloses "components which regulate the application of 
electrical power to load (page 1, lines 13-14)." Further, industrial processes containing these 
components, "may rely upon sensed parameters (page 1, lines 17-18)." Since the .parameters are 
sensed from the components, the components inherently store data and transmit the data through 
the network. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Specification with Tkacs, since it would have allowed a 
user to obtain component data via a data network. 

As per dependent claim 2, Tkacs further discloses wherein at least one monitoring screen 
includes a user viewable menu for selecting the desired language (column 10, line 46- column 
11, line 9). 

As per dependent claim 3, Tkacs further discloses wherein the monitoring system is 
configured to change textual labels in respective monitoring screens upon a change by a user of 
the desired language without otherwise altering the monitoring screen (column 10, line 50- 
column 1 1, line 9; column 3, lines 36-41). 
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As per dependent claim 4, Tkacs further discloses wherein the component data in the 
database includes component parameter settings (column 7, lines 28-38). 

As per dependent claim 5, Tkacs further discloses wherein the component data in the 
database includes historical event data the each component (column 8, lines 44-46). 

As per dependent claim 6, Tkacs further discloses wherein the component data in the 
database includes textual data descriptive of each component, and wherein the textual data is 
translated into the desired language for display (column 10, line 24- column 11, line 5). 

As per dependent claim 7, Tkacs further discloses wherein the component data in the 
database includes data representative of an image of each component (column 6, lines 22-26). 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tkacs, Bapat, and 
Specification, and further in view of Bargh et al. (US 6212491, filed 9 November 1998, hereafter 
Bargh). 

As per dependent claim 8, Tkacs, Bapat, and Specification disclose the limitations similar 
to those in claim 1, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Tkacs further discloses 
wherein the monitoring system is configured for the component status parameters and to display 
the updated status parameter representations with currently selected desired language (column 6, 
lines 34-39). 

Tkacs fails to specifically disclose automatically polling the components for the 
component status parameter. However, Bargh discloses polling a facility within a simulation 
model for results rather than running an actual simulation (column 21, lines 38-55). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
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have combined Bargh with Tkacs, since it would have allowed a user to perform high 
performance simulations. 

7. Claims 9-20 and 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tkacs and further in view of Specification. 

As per independent claim 9, Tkacs discloses: 

a database including component data descriptive of the components and a plurality of 
language fields including textual labels for component data presentations translated into a 
plurality of languages (column 4, lines 10- column 5, line 19; column 6, lines 12-17 and 34-39) 

a plurality of monitoring screens viewable on the monitoring station and including 
representations of component destinations and component status parameters based upon 
monitored data collected by the monitoring station via the data network (column 7, lines 17-38; 
column 1 1, lines 45-49) 

wherein the monitoring station is configured to access textual labels in a desired language 
from the database for displaying the monitoring screens (column 6, lines 34-39; column 7, lines 
28-38; column 11, lines 5-7; column 14, lines 25-27) 

Tkacs fails to specifically disclose collecting data from the components in which the data 
is stored. However, Specification discloses "components which regulate the application of 
electrical power to load (page 1, lines 13-14)." Further, industrial processes containing these 
components, "may rely upon sensed parameters (page 1, lines 17-18)." Since the parameters are 
sensed from the components, the components inherently store data and transmit the data through 
the network. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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applicant's invention to have combined Specification with Tkacs, since it would have allowed a 
user to obtain component data via a data network. 

As per dependent claim 10, Tkacs further discloses wherein the database is stored at the 
monitoring station (column 6, line 60- column 7, line 38). 

As per dependent claim 1 1, Tkacs further discloses wherein the monitoring 
representations include a user viewable menu of selectable languages (column 7, lines 28-38; 
column 11, lines 12-17). 

As per dependent claim 12, Tkacs further discloses wherein the monitoring station is 
configured to access the desired language for the textual labels from the database based upon a 
user selection made via the menu (column 10, line 46- column 1 1, line 9). 

As per dependent claim 13, Tkacs discloses wherein the parameters are updated in real- 
time column 6, lines 14-29). 

As per dependent claim 14, Tkacs discloses wherein the desired language may be 
selectively changed by a user in real-time without otherwise altering display of updated 
component status parameters (column 3, lines 36-41; column 12, lines 56 : 60). 

As per dependent claim 15, Tkacs further discloses wherein the components are 
configured to store component designation data and to transmit the designation data to the 
monitoring system upon demand by the monitoring system (column 7, lines 28-38). 

As per dependent claims 16-19, the applicant discloses the limitations similar to those in 
claims 4-7 respectively. Claims 16-19 are similarly rejected. 

As per independent claim 20, Tkacs discloses: 
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accessing component status data from a plurality of electrical components of a control 
and monitory system via a data network (column 1, lines 29-34; column 6, line 14- column 7, 
line 38) 

accessing textual labels corresponding to the component status data from a system 
database, the database including translations of the textual labels in a plurality of languages and 
component descriptions for the components (column 4, line 10- column 5, line 19; column 6, 
lines 34-63) 

displaying a plurality of monitoring representations for the component including 
presentations of component status data and textual labels in a desired language of the plurality of 
languages accessed from the database (column 6, line 34- column 7, line 38) 

Tkacs fails to specifically disclose collecting data from the components in which the data 
is stored. However, Specification discloses "components which regulate the application of 
electrical power to load (page 1, lines 13-14)," Further, industrial processes containing these 
components, "may rely upon sensed parameters (page 1, lines 17-18)." Since the parameters are 
sensed from the components, the components inherently store data and transmit the data through 
the network. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have combined Specification with Tkacs, since it would have allowed a 
user to obtain component data via a data network. 

As per dependent claims 22, Tkacs further discloses wherein the textual labels are 
accessed from the database in accordance with predetermined fields of the representations 
(column 6, lines 34-63; column 10, lines 46-48). 
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As per dependent claim 23, Tkacs further discloses wherein the textual labels are 
accessed from the database in accordance with a user selection of the desired language (column 
11, lines 5-9). 

As per dependent claim 24, Tkacs further discloses wherein the representations include a 
user viewable menu for selecting the desired language (column 10, line 46- column 1 1, line 9). 

As per dependent claim 25, Tkacs discloses wherein the desire language can be changed 
in real-time by a user selection via the menu (column 10, lines 46-48). 

As per dependent claim 26, Tkacs discloses wherein the component descriptions are 
displayed in the monitoring representations for the respective components (column 7, lines 28- 
38; column 8, lines 44-46). 

As per dependent claim 27, Tkacs discloses wherein the component descriptions are 
stored in the database in the plurality of languages (column 1, lines 12-17; column 6, line 60-63). 

As per dependent claim 28, Tkacs discloses wherein the component descriptions are 
displayed in the monitoring representations in the desired languages (column 7, lines 28-38; 
column 11, lines 5-7). 

8. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tkacs and 
Specification, and further in view of Bargh. 

As per dependent claim 21, Tkacs and Specification disclose the limitations similar to 
those in claim 20, and the same rejection is incorporated herein. Tkacs fails to specifically 
disclose the use of polling. However, Bargh discloses polling (column 21, lines 38-55). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
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have combined Bargh with Tkacs, since it would have allowed a user to receive status 
information. 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 30 May 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-28 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571) 272-4130. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Kyle R Stork 
Patent Examiner 
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